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This paper considers the problem of the deployment of a set of agents distributed on a disk-shaped
grid onto three-dimensional (3-D) profiles, by using a continuum approximation (valid in the limit for
a large number of agents) and then a control methodology for partial differential equations (PDEs). The
agents’ collective behavior is modeled by a pair of radially-varying diffusion-reaction PDEs in polar
coordinates, whose state determines the agents’ position. Having a radially-varying reaction coefficient
not only increases the challenge of kernel equations becoming singular in radius, but also brings
more potential deployment manifolds. To stabilize and increase the convergence of the deployment,
a boundary controller and a boundary observer are designed by combining an infinite-dimensional
backstepping approach with a Fourier series decomposition technique, thus driving all agents to the
desired profile. A key feature of the presented result is that the desired profile only needs to be known
by the leaders, with the followers only needing to follow a simple control strategy which requires
only the measurement of its current position and communication with its neighbors as defined by
the multi-agent system topology. The method provides closed-loop exponential stability with any
prescribed convergence rate in the [?> norm. Simulation tests are shown to prove the effectiveness

of the proposed algorithm.
© 2024 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND
license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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1. Introduction described by an ODE (Oh et al., 2015). Graph theory (Zheng et al,,
2019), matrix theory (Chen et al.,, 2015; Hua et al., 2016), or

Large-scale collective behavior, such as complex animal potential functions (Gazi, 2005; Zavlanos et al., 2009) have been

groups, or even non-living systems involving physical-chemical
interactions, is a pervasive phenomenon in nature (Vicsek &
Zafeiris, 2012). Inspired by natural collective behaviors, research
on multi-agent systems (MASs) has drawn significant attention
from control scientists. Cooperative control of MASs was usually
treated using ordinary differential equations (ODEs) models in
most of existing studies, in which each agent’s behavior is
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widely applied, to these models, and have already produced an
impressive array of results.

More recent work have dramatically expanded the scale of
these multi-agent systems (Bandyopadhyay et al.,, 2017; Chung
et al., 2018; Rubenstein et al., 2014). With the explosion of the
system scale, the limitation of ODE-based modeling gradually is
revealed. As the number of agents increases, it is hard to add
control inputs to every node. Thus, a novel continuum-based per-
spective is taken more attention, and a number of recent works
focus on MASs with partial differential equation (PDE) models.
The Laplacian operator in the heat equation over the graph has
similar behavior to the Laplacian control for state consensus,
as the result of the discrete and continuous approaches being
essentially equivalent (Ferrari-Trecate et al., 2006). The approxi-
mation error between the PDEs and its corresponding discretized
system is studied in Hao and Barooah (2012), which demonstrates
that the Laplacian consensus dynamics can be formulated as a
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linear PDE. The underlying communication topology connecting
different agents is imposed by the spatial domain and selected
discretization scheme. The application of the finite difference
method transforms the spatial derivative of PDEs into the con-
nection between the agent and its neighbors (Frihauf & Krstic,
2010). With the PDE approach, the contamination of the model
by various quantities, most notably the number of agents and
the agent indexing, which introduce a “microscopic distraction”
into the study of a large collective, is postponed until the discrete
implementation stage, rather than allowing the contamination in
the design process.

Here, we review some related work using PDE models. Fu
et al. (2019) construct an appropriate Lyapunov function to ad-
dresses containment control problem of multi-agent coordination
governed by the heat equation and the wave equation. Output
consensus without and with input constraint is studied in Yang
et al. (2018) with boundary control, with dynamics modeled as
parabolic PDEs. Pilloni et al. (2015) propose a nonlinear sliding-
mode based consensus protocol to address the problem of driving
the state of a network of identical agents towards a common
steady-state profile, using a heat equation, with persistent dis-
turbances at boundary. In order to achieve a desired density
distribution in 1-D and 2-D, Krishnan and Martinez (2018) de-
sign the distributed control law for the spatial self-organization
swarm using a Navier-Stokes model. In addition to consensus,
the view of PDE-based modeling for MASs have been employed
for deployment (Qi, Tang et al., 2019; Wei et al.,, 2019), time-
varying formations (Qi et al., 2017; Zhao et al., 2018), motion
planning (Freudenthaler & Meurer, 2020; Meurer & Krstic, 2011),
inputs with time-delay (Qi, Wang et al., 2019; Selivanov & Frid-
man, 2022; Terushkin & Fridman, 2021), formation tracking (Tang
et al,, 2017) and sensor networks (Wu & Wang, 2015). Moreover,
the backstepping method is a promising option to easily obtain
boundary control, which has worked well for numerous PDE-
based problems (Auriol, 2020; Koga et al., 2020; Zhang & Qi, 2021;
Zhang et al., 2022).

This paper applies and extends our n-dimensional design
of Vazquez et al. (2023) for deployment of multi-agents onto 3-D
manifolds using two diffusion-reaction PDEs with spatially vary-
ing coefficients, following the ideas of Qi et al. (2015). Compared
with the previous relevant results, the contributions of this paper
are threefold.

First of all, based on the ideas of Qi et al. (2015), we design
control protocol to drive agents to desired profile governed by
the nonzero equilibrium of a PDE model. The PDE model is
equivalent to the corresponding ODE model up to a second-order
error, and the partial derivatives in space of the PDE reflect the
relationship between neighbors’ ODE models. The follower’s con-
trol protocol corresponds directly to the PDE model, however a
majority of profiles are unstable. Stabilization is ensured by lead-
ers, located at boundary of the topology, which are required as
boundary conditions for the PDE model. The leader’s control pro-
tocol is designed utilizing the backstepping method, which has
been found a wide application in boundary control designs, not
only for Cartesian coordinate system, but also in polar or spher-
ical coordinates, such as rings, disks, or even n-balls. Combining
the backstepping method and spherical harmonics, Vazquez and
Krstic (2016b) proposed an output-feedback controller to stabi-
lize the reaction-diffusion equation on the n-ball, which was the
basis of Qi et al. (2015), but only for constant coefficients; the
extension to spatially-varying coefficients is challenging and has
only recently been tackled (see Vazquez et al. (2023)), but allows
for a much wider array of deployment profiles. Other existing
related results cannot address such profiles, since they are mostly
in one-dimensional spaces or assume symmetry conditions to
reduce the difficulty (Deutscher & Kerschbaum, 2018; Li & Xie,
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2010; Vazquez & Krstic, 2016a, 2019), even though some of the
ideas were already presented in Vazquez et al. (2019), where
the backstepping method is combined with a Fourier series ap-
proach to obtain an exponential stability result with prescribed
convergence rate.

In addition, in order to significantly reduce communication
costs, we design an observer by the backstepping approach,
which is employed in the feedback law. The observer only needs
to have the information of leader group and the nearest neighbors
to estimate the positions of all agents. Combining the PDE models,
controller and observer and discretizing, an output feedback
control protocol is finally proposed for leaders and followers, in
which all the agents require only local information and desired
deployment is only known to the leaders. In addition, the expo-
nential stability in L? norm for the MAS with a boundary sensor
is proven. It must be emphasized that the designs of Qi et al.
(2015) would not be of application, due to the radially-dependent
coefficients.

Finally, the key idea of the backstepping method is to find
an integral transformation to map the unstable original system
to a stable target system to ensure the stability of the closed-
loop system. To find this transformation, a kernel equation needs
to be solved, which is not so straightforward when processing
the radially-varying reaction-diffusion model (in the constant-
coefficient case, the kernels were explicit). A numerical scheme
by power series replacement is utilized, which greatly facilitates
the solution process of the kernel; this approach has been proved
convergent in Vazquez et al. (2023). Finally, simulation examples
show that the method is effective for deployment as well as
smooth evolution between different manifolds.

The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 describes the
leader-actuated deployment model of multi-agents in 3-D space.
Design method of boundary actuator and sensor are explained in
Sections 3 and 4, respectively, while the stability of the output
feedback system is analyzed. Section 5 connects the continu-
ous PDE model with the agents’ discrete control protocol again.
A numerical scheme is discussed in Section 6 that provides a
simpler method to calculate the kernels. Then results of deploy-
ment simulation are presented. Conclusions are summarized in
Section 7.

2. Multi-agent model in 3-D
2.1. From discrete model to continuum model

In this paper, we consider the 3-D deployment problem com-
prising M x N agents indexed by (i,j) € Z, where Z = {(i,j) : i =
1,2,...,M;j = 1,2,...,N}, with M, N € N*. The information
interaction between agents is given by the mesh-grid disk 2-D
communication topology shown in Fig. 1. (i, j) denotes an agent
located at the ith ray layer and the jth angle layer. An undirected
graph G = (V, €) consists of the set of nodes V ={1,2,...,M x
N} representing agents and £ is the set of edges of graph. If
((i.j).(7,j)) € &, then (i,j) and (i',j') are neighbors. Let A} =
{(t.J) : ((G.)).(i",]) € &} denotes all neighbors of agent (i, j),
thus all communication interaction between any agent (i, j) and
its neighbors Aj; is described by the edges €.

Note that the neighbors here represent neighbors on the topo-
logical structure, not on the physical space. The yellow node at
the outermost layer denotes a leader, i.e,i = M,j = 1,...,N,
which has one follower neighbor and N — 1 leader neighbors; the
blue node denotes a follower. The innermost layer followers have
three neighbors and the rest have four. Let (x}j(t),xfj(t),xg(t))
denote the position of agent (i,j) at time t in 3-D. A simple
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Fig. 1. A schematic diagram of an interaction topology with 4 x 6 agents. The
yellow points represent the leaders (located at the outermost layer), and the
blue ones are the followers. The dashed line represents the communication
network, that is, any two agents connected by a dashed line are neighbors and
can communicate with each other. For example, the agent indexed by (2, 6) has
four neighbors, namely (2, 5) and (2, 1) in the second layer and (1, 6) and (3, 6)
in the radial direction. (For interpretation of the references to color in this
figure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this article.)

consensus protocol for each follower can be generally expressed
by a set of ODEs, as follows

oK kij ¢k k kij , k
Ry = Y ap(x(t) — x5, (0) + BIRK(D), (1)
(i J)eNj

where k = 1,2, 3, and ai’f'.’, B4 denote weighting factors. The
above followers’ protocols only utilize the local information from
itself and its neighbors to achieve consensus. In order to deploy
all agents to the desired profile, the control signals to be designed

are applied to leadersi =M, j=1,..., N, as follows
Xyy(t) = uf(t), (2)

where uj’.‘(t) is the control input to be designed in the k direction

for the leader agent (M, j). The leaders know the desired profile
and drive all agents by exchanging information with the leader
group and its follower neighbors.

Following Ferrari-Trecate et al. (2006), a multi-agent system
composed of a large number ODEs can be represented by a
continuous PDE, which has the same dynamics as the consen-
sus control, as the spatial derivatives of the PDE model capture
the relationship between neighbors. Thus, when M and N are
large enough, the discrete ODEs-based model (1)-(2) is well-
approximated by a continuum model as follows. First, the com-
munication graph ¢ is identified with a closed disk domain D =
{(r,0) : r € [0,R],0 € [0,2m)} by defining, for (i,j), a grid
covering the disk. One easy example would be (r;, ;) = (51, 2j)
(see Section 5 for the grid actually used in the implementation,
which is slightly more complex). Let v(t, r;, 6;) = x}j(t) + ixfj(t)
be complex-valued and z(t, r;, 6;) = x,r} be real-valued. Similarly
for the leaders, v(t,R,6) = uj(t) + iuf(t) and z(t,R,6) =
uf(t). Now consider a large number of agents so that one can
consider that M — 0o, N — oo and then one can approximate
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(ri,6;) — (r,0). Thus, v and z become continuous variables in r
and 6. Therefore, (v(t, 1, 0), z(t, r, 8)) denotes the horizontal and
vertical coordinates of the agent indexed by (r, 6) at time ¢ in 3-
D space and in particular (v(t, R, 0), z(t, R, 6)) the horizontal and
vertical coordinates of the leader indexed by 6. Adequately choos-
ing the consensus protocol of (1) (see Section 5 for details), the
collective dynamics is then modeled by two diffusion-reaction
equations, which evolve in polar coordinates (r, 6), as follows

t,r,0

v = f(rvr(r, rO)) + % + ()t T, ), 3)
Zoo(t, 1,0

o =Lt r o0+ S e ), (a)

for (t,r,0) € RT x D. The radially-varying reaction coeffi-
cients are bounded, and the bounds are A = maxrepo gy |A(T)],
[ = maXrepo,gy |u(r)|. Here, the subscripts v(t,r,0) = dv/dt,
v(t,7,0) = 9v/or and vge(t,r,8) = 08%v/96? are the com-
pact form of partial derivatives of v in the respective variable.
The parameters ¢ and y are the diffusion coefficients, which
capture diffusion velocity, thus influencing the speed at which
the agent converges to the desired profile. On the other hand
the parameters A and wu are reaction coefficients, which help
generate more potential formations. The Laplacian operator in
polar coordinates, given by the first two terms on right-hand side
of (3) and (4), has the same effect as consensus control. Note
that the followers’ velocity-actuated feedback control laws are
obtained by the right-hand side of (3) and (4).

Assumption 1. Assume that the system (3)-(4) satisfies the
following conditions: v,e € C, z,y € R, and radially-varying
reaction coefficients A(r), u(r) are even analytic functions on r €
(0. R].

A control protocol is proposed for the leaders implying the
following boundary conditions for (3)-(4)

v(t,R,0) =v(R,0)+ V(t,0), (5)
z(t,R,0)=2(R,0)+ Z(t, 0), (6)

where v € C, Z € R describe the desired profile that the agents
should follow. Note that this is the continuum version of (2),
decomposed in horizontal (5) and vertical (6) components. The
open-loop system is not stable if the minimum value of the real
parts of A and u are large enough, thus V(t, 0), Z(t, 0) need to
be designed to actuate the multi-agent system. (5) and (6) serve
as the boundary conditions for (3) and (4), thus how to deploy a
discrete multi-agent system becomes how to control a continuous
PDEs. In the sequel, we omit the arguments (t, r, 6) to save space.

2.2. Desired deployment profiles

The desired deployment profile {v(r, 6), z(r, 6)} satisfies the
following equilibrium equations:

Z(r5) + =000 + (1) = 0, (7)
vz + L0 + unz = o, (8)
with the boundary conditions

u(R, 0) = f(0), 9)
Z(R,0) = g(0), (10)

where f(0), g(0) € c'([—m, n]), ¥(r,8) = x(r, 0) + iy(r, 6), and
{x,y, z} denotes the horizontal and vertical coordinates of agent
in 3-D space. By setting different parameter sets {¢, y, A, u, f, g}
with A(r) and wu(r) radially-varying, one can obtain a wide range
of interesting deployment profiles (not possible with constant A
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(8) (h)

Fig. 2. Agent deployment profiles with ¢ = y = 1. The first line with A(r) = 40 — 20cos(rr), wu(r) = 50r2. Boundary conditions are (a) f = €, g = 1, (b)
f=e+(1/5, g=1,(c)f =€’ +e 2, g=1,(d) f =€’ +e™ g =1 The parameters of deployment profiles for the second line are (e) A(r) = 10e*",
wu(r) = 10, f = 200(e), g = 100, (f) A(r) = 200r, u(r) = 10, f = 200e'? — (1/5)e°, g = 100, (g) A(r) = 145 cos(1/4xr), u(r) = 12,f = 200e" — (1/5)e°?, g = 2,

(h) A(r) = 240r, u(r) = 15cos(2nr — 1/27), f = 200e¥ — (1/3)e~3?, g = 100.

and p). Some examples are given in Fig. 2. Note that the four
profiles in the first line of Fig. 2 use the same value of A(r) and
u(r), only the leaders’ configuration is different. The profiles of
the second line employ different values of A(r) and wu(r). Obvi-
ously, with the increase of A(r) and u(r), the deployment profiles
present more possibilities in the longitudinal direction.

Remark 1. Under Assumption 1, there exists a unique solution
u(r,0) e C, z(r,0) € R for (7)-(10).

3. Boundary control design

Since v and z are independent of each other, and z is a special
case of v, we only analyze the v-system in detail to save space. For
the z-system, it easily get the result from v. Before designing the
control, we first define the error variable u(t, r,0) = v(t,r,0) —
v(r, 0) between the actual position and the desired position. Then,
the dynamics of error system is given by

ru u
(rur)r +s§ + (), (11)

u(r,0,t)=¢

u(t, R, 0) = U(t, 6). (12)

Here, the variable U(t, #) is the control to be determined, which
ensure that the error converges to zero, so that the agents can
be driven to the desired position. Then, we combine the theory
of Fourier series with the backstepping method to design the
control.

3.1. Dimension reduction by Fourier series

Using a Fourier series to expand the system (11) and the
boundary control (12), we have

n=00

u(t, 1. 0) = Y up(t, r)e™, (13)

n=—0o
n=00

ut,0) = > Up(t)e™, (14)

where the coefficients (sometimes referred to as “modes”) are
defined as

Up(t, 1) = % /n u(t, r, e dy, (15)

L

Un() = —— / " UG, e dy, (16)

27 J .

we obtain that each coefficient u, for all n € Z satisfies the
following 1-D reaction-diffusion equation (without angle depen-
dency):

2

e en

Une(t, 1) = ;(mnr)r - rTun + A(r)up, (17)

un(t, R) = Un(t). (18)

Result of the Fourier series, the different modes are independent
of each other and can be analyzed separately.

3.2. Open-loop stability properties in Fourier space

We note that large modes without control are exponential
stable as expected, so only a limited number of modes need to
be stabilized. Next we analyze the stability properties for large
modes. Before stating the stability of open-loop system, first we
give an inequality and we introduce a definition that will be used
later. The Poincare’s inequality for u, is

R R

/ lup|>r dr < 4R2f [Upr |27 dr. (19)
0 0

Definition 1. The [ norm || - ||z in polar coordinates is

R

i = [ v (20)
0

where |f|?> = ff*, being f* the complex conjugate of f.

Lemma 1. There exists N € N such that, for all |n| > N, the

equilibrium u, of system (17)-(18) is open loop exponentially stable,
i.e, for U, = 0 in (18) there exists a positive constant D such that

(s N < € un0, )I1%, (21)

where D is independent of n.
Proof. To prove the stability, a Lyapunov function is defined as

1
Va(t) = - llun(t, % (22)
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Taking the derivative of the Lyapunov function and using the
inequality (19), we thus get that

R % *
. UrUpe + Uyl
Vi = / Lt L B nt dr

R
ER P n°er 2
< u,|°rdr — — —A up|“r dr
< 4R2/0|n| /O<r ())|n|

er + 4n’eg -
< (AR 57w, 23
< ( o )1 (23)

where ¢ is the real part of e. Then taking N € N, such that

_ R2(D+21) 1

N [RPF2y 1 (24)
28R 4

Obviously, we get for all |n| > N, that Vi < —DV;. Thus the

lemma has been proven.

3.3. Stabilization of unstable modes

This part is mainly to design boundary control to stabilize
the unstable mode with |n| < N. Since the different modes are
not coupled, it allows us to stabilize them separately and re-
assembling them. Based on the backstepping
(Krstic & Smyshlyaev, 2008) method, our idea is utilizing a in-
vertible Volterra integral transformation

wn(t, ) = uy(t, 1) — /r Ku(r, pJun(t, p)dp, (25)
0

where the kernel K;,(r, p) is to be determined, which defined on
the domain 7, = {(r,p) € R*;0 < p < r < R}, to convert
the unstable system (17)-(18) into an exponentially stable target
system:

en?

&
wye(t, 1) = ;(rwnr)r - rTwn — CWpy, (26)

wy(t,R) =0, (27)

where constant ¢ > 0 is an adjustable convergence rate. From
(18) and (25), let r = R, we obtain the boundary control

R
Un(t, ) = / Ka(R. o)t p) dp. (28)
0

By substituting the transformation (25) into target system (26)-
(27), using two times integrating by parts and taking into account
original system (17)-(18), one gets the following equation for
kernel K,

2 2
m_(p(m))z('g_'g+w)xn, @9
r P/, Top &

Ky(r.r) = — / Mo tey,, (30)
0 2¢e

Ka(r, 0) = 0. (31)

Theorem 1. Under the assumption that A(r) is an even analytic
function in [0, R], then for a give n € Z, there is a unique solution
Ka(r, p) for (29)-(31).

Due to the radial singularity, the traditional technical route
of transforming the kernel PDE into an integral equation and
then solving it by using the successive approximation method is
inapplicable. Here, the kernel equation is solved directly by the
use of a power series, which can be proved to be well-defined
and converge (see Theorem 2 in our work Vazquez et al., 2023
for the detailed proof). We employ the theory of power series to
give the numerical solution of the kernel function in Section 6.
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3.3.1. Transformation between u,, and w, System

When K,(r, p) is bounded and integrable, the map (25) is
reversible and its inverse transformation is

n(t, 7) = wa(t, 1) + f Lu(r. p)wnt. p)dp. (32)
0

Similar to K(r, p), L, is satisfied the following PDE

2 2
(L) (p (ﬁ) ) _ (”7 _ 'Lz _ M) L. (33)
r r)o), rop €

L(r.r) = f Metey, (34)
0

2¢e
Ly(r,0)=0. (35)

where L,(r, p) is a bounded and integrable kernel. From Lemma 5,
there exist constants Dy, D, > 0 such that

llwa(t, )72 < Dallua(t, )17z, (36)
llun(t, Iz < Dallwalt, )17, (37)

3.3.2. Closed-loop stability analysis of unstable mode

Lemma 2. Foralln € Z, and for ¢ > c;, where ¢c; = D/2—¢/(4R?),
the equilibrium w, = 0 of system (26)-(27) is exponentially stable,
i.e., there exists a positive constant D such that

lwalt, 2 < e lwa(0, II%, (38)

where D is independent of n.

Proof. Consider the Lyapunov function:

1
Va(t) = Sllwalt, DI, (39)
then, taking its time derivative and using (19), we obtain
Vo < = (525 +¢) lunlt, . (40)

Choosing ¢; = D/2 — £/(4R?), we then obtain, independent of the
value of n, V, < —DV,, thus proving the result.

Combining Lemma 2 with the norm equivalence between u;,
and w, system presented by (36) and (37), it is easy to obtain
lun(t, N2 < Dallwa(t, I
<Dye™™ wn(0, )72 =< D1Dae™"[|un(0, -)IIfz- (41)

Let C = D{D,, we get the following lemma to state the closed-
loop exponentially stability.

Lemma 3. For |n| < N, let c; be chosen as in Lemma 2. The system
(17)-(18) with boundary control (28) is closed-loop exponentially
stable, i.e., there exist positive constants C and D such that

llun(t, )17 < Ce™™ (lun(0, )], (42)
where C and D is independent of n, which only depend on the system
parameter and the definitional domain.

3.4. The result in physical space

Next, let us return the results of control and stability anal-
ysis from Fourier space to physical space. According to (14),
reassembling all U,, we have

n=0o0

u(t,0) = Z

n=—oo

Uy(t, )™



J. Zhang, R. Vazquez, J. Qi et al.

N r

=Zf

—J0
n=-N

ropx N
=/ / > K”(zri’p)ei”(g"”u(t,p,W)dw dp. (43)
0 —7 n——N T

Ka(r, p)un(t, p)dpe™

From Lemmas 1 and 3, it is clear that only a finite number of
modes are unstable, which means only a finite number of K,
I[n| < N, are needed, so one can set U, = 0 for [n| > N, which
is applied in the second line of (43). Thus, the integration and
(finite) summation can be directly interchanged. Define

n=N
Ku(r, p) (=)

K(r, p, 0, = 44
(r.p.60,9) @) (44)
n=—N
Thus, we arrive the boundary control
u(t, 0) = K{ul(t, 0), (45)

where the operator K{-} is control acting on u(t, r, #) in a simple
form as

R T
K{u}(t, 0) :/ / K(R, p, 0, Y u(t, r, ¥)dy dp. (46)
0 -1
Combining (5), (6) and (45), the control law for leaders is given
by
v(t, R, 0) = v(R, 0) + K{v}(t, 6) — K{v}(t, 6), (47)
z(t, R, 0) = z(R, 0) + K {z}(t, 0) — K.{z}(¢, 9), (48)

to achieve the deployment profile (v, z).

Theorem 2. The system (3) with boundary control law (47) and
initial condition vo(r, 0) € L? is exponentially stable in the L> norm
at the equilibrium v(t, r, 0) = v(r, 0), i.e., then there exist constants
C and D > 0 such that

lo(t, ) = ()% < 2wCe™ flug — Bl (49)

Proof. According to Parseval’s Theorem, the L? norm of the state
in physical space can be obtained by aggregating L?> norm in all
modes. Therefore, applying Lemmas 1 and 3, we get

n=c0 R
fute. i, =21 3 [ lue.roPrer
n=—oo 0

< 27Ce™ > un(0, )% + 2™ Y un(0, 1%

In<N In|>N
< 2w (0, )P, (50)

where note that C > 1. Due to u = v — v, we get (49). Thus, the
theorem is proved.

Similar results hold for the real-valued system z(t, r, 6).
4. Observer design

In last section, feedback control (47)-(48) needs the leaders to
be aware of the location information of all the agents at all times,
which results in overburden communication network traffic load.
To address this challenge, we pose the following observer for
(11)-(12) to estimate the position of all agents by measuring the
state of the leader and its neighbors:

. ril il .
e,y = T i TR ) (51)

u(t, R, 0) = U(t, 0) + qo(u.(t, R, 0) — ii(t, R, 0)), (52)
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which has the same structure as the system in addition to the
output feedback item. Here, the output injection operator T is
given by

T(t,R,1,0)
T R,r,0 — R
_ / DL I =D, -, )~ i, R, ¥, (53)

where q; and qq are the observer gains need to be found to guar-
antee exponential convergence of the error dynamics between ii
and u. 1 is the estimated state, and U is the applied control. By
introducing the error variable it = u — i1, we obtain the error
system as following

e(riy),  eligg

i (t,r,0) = + TT + A(r)i
— /n Mﬁr(t’ R7 'lp)dw’ (54)
r 2
u(t,R, 0) = —qoli (t, R, 0). (55)

Next, we utilize a similar method as Section 3 to design the kernel
function. First, using a Fourier series to expand the system (54)
and the boundary condition (55),

n=0oo
it r,0)= Y dn(t, )™, (56)
n=—o00
n=0oo
T(t,R,r,0)= Y Tu(R,r)e"™, (57)
n=—o00

where the coefficients are defined as

un(t, r) = % /ﬂ a(e, v, y)e”™ dy, (58)

T

Tn(ts R’ T) = q]ﬂ(R7 r)ﬂnr(t» R) (59)

Thus, we gets i1, system that does not depend on 6, as follows

. s . en? _ .
unt(ta T) = F(runr)r - rTun + )\(r)un - Tn(Rv T), (60)

ﬁn(tv R) = _QOﬂnr(tv R)- (61)
4.1. Open-loop stability properties in Fourier space

Similar to control, the large modes themselves are exponential
stable and converge at the expected decay rate. First, we analyze
the stability of the observer without output feedback item T,,, as
follow

2

N & . enc .
Une(t, ) = F(Tunr)r - rTun + A1)y, (62)
Un(t,R) =0, (63)
2
- e . ens | -
unt(t7 T) = F(runr)r - rTun + )\(r)um (64)
i, (t,R) = 0. (65)
Lemma 4. There exists N € N such that, for all |n| > N,

the equilibrium 0, = i, = 0 of system (62)-(65) is open loop
exponentially stable, i.e., for ii,(t,R) = 0 and ii,(t,R) = O, there
exists a positive constant D, such that

(e, %+ e, I
< e P ([1i(0, I + (0, %) (66)

where D is independent of n.
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4.2. Observation for unstable modes

Now the backstepping method is utilized to find the observer
gain for the modes |n| < N. Using the transformation

R
ﬂdtr)=zbdnr)—l/ Q{1 p)iin(t. p)dp. (67)

where Q, is kernel function to be determined, which defined on
the domain 7; = {(r, p) € R%0 < r < p < R}, convert the
error system (60)-(61) to a exponentially stable target system as
follows:

en?

r2

~ & ~ ~
Wee(t, 1) = ?(rwnr)r - Wy — CWp, (68)

Wa(t, R) = 0. (69)

By substituting the transformation (67) into error system (60)-
(61), using two times integrating by parts and taking into account
target system (68)-(69), then observer kernel Q, satisfies the
following PDE

2 2
(rQ“r)r_<p<Qn)> z(“z_’z_’\(p)“>qm (70)
r P /o), rop &

with boundary condition
Ralo)+c
Q=R+ [ HEEE

Simultaneously, the boundary conditions determine the observer
gains as

q]l’l(r7 R) = an(ra R)7

The stability of the observer can be established similarly as the
controller, so we omit it to save space.

dp. (71)

qo =0. (72)

4.3. The result in physical space

Return the results of the observer and stability analysis from
Fourier space to physical space. Taking advantage of Fourier series
on transformation (67) and the coefficient, reassembling all Q,
and substituting T into (51), we get the observer

i, = f(ra,)r " %ﬂge F AN+ TR T, 6), (73)
u(t,R,0)=U(t, ), (74)
where
T(t,R, 1, 0) (75)
x N
= [ 30 B R e Ry - e R )y
=N

Define an observer operator Q{-} acting on v,(t, R, 8) as follows

- N
o) = [ 3 2R e R pay. (76)

n=-—N

Combining (5), (6) (45) and (73), the observer-based feedback
control is given by

A

@=%m&+%%wHﬂﬁ+@m—QmL (77)
(t,R,0) = v(R, ) + K{0)(t, 0) — K{v}(t, 9). (78)

According to Parseval's Theorem, the L[> norm of the state in
physical space can be obtained by aggregating L> norm in all
modes. According to the separation principle, we get the final
result.
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Theorem 3. The system (3), (5) with boundary control law (47),
the observer (77)-(78) and initial condition vy(r, 8), do(r, 8) € L2
are exponentially stable in the L?> norm, i.e., there exist constants C,
and D > 0 such that

-2 A -2
o = BI% + 115 - Bl

—Dt =112 ~ =12
<2 Coe™(llvo — DI + 10 — I%).

Similar results hold for the real-valued system z(t, r, 6).
5. Discretized control protocol

The PDE model (3)-(4) with control (47)-(48) and observer
(77)-(78) is discretized in the space to obtain a discrete protocol
for a finite number of agent, namely the coefficients in (1) and the
control in (2). In the discretization process, the continuous states
v(t, r, 0) are rewritten as discrete positional states v(t, r;, §;) that
denotes the position of agent (i, j) at time t. To avoid the singular
in the disk center, the grid defined in Lai (2001) is employed, as
follows:

= (i—é) he, 6 =(— 1)hy, (79)

where h, = R/(M — 1), hy = 27/N,andi = 1,...,M,j =
1,...,N.

Before showing the control protocol, the following proposition
is given to discuss the error between the discrete model and
reaction—diffusion PDE-based dynamics.

Theorem 4. Consider a MAS with M x N agents on mesh-grid disk
topology. Defined the spatial steps h = R/(M — %), hy = 27 /N,
and location r; = (i — 1) hy, 6; = (j — 1)hy. The discrete ODE model
(1) and the continuum diffusion-reaction PDE (3)-(4) are equivalent
in the sense that the discrete solution approaches the continuous

solution, with approximating error O(h? + hg).

Proof. Expanding each of the function values of v in a Taylor
series about the point (1, 6;), we have (LeVeque, 2007)

h2

v(rit1, 0;) = v(ri, 6;) £ 0-v(ri, O;)hy + 0 u(ry, 91)2*:

, !

Ir

h
:tarrrv(ris 9]) EY

where 0, denotes the partial derivative with respect to r. One
obtains similar expanded forms for v(r;, 6+1). Using (80) allows
us to obtain that

U(Ti+1, 9]) - 2v(rl-, 9]) + U(Ti_l, Qj)
i

+ o(h}), (80)

2

1 hy
= h7 2v(ri, 9]) + ZarrU(Ti, 6])5

—2v(r;, 6;) + (’)(hf)>

= (1, 6)) + O(h}), (81)
Similarly, we give that

v(rip1, 0;) — v(riz1, 6))

>h = 0,v(ri, 6) + O(hf)» (82)
v(ri, Bi11) — 2v(ry, 6;) + (1, 6i-1)
h
= dev(11, 6;) + O(h2). (83)

The calculations above establish the link between the discrete
model and the continuous PDE, and confirm that the approxi-
mation is second-order accurate. The approximating error due
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Fig. 3. Polynomial approximations of kernel for different modes.

to the discretization is O(h? + h2) which depends on the spatial
finite difference method. As the number of agents increases, the
approximating error decreases, thus the PDE-based method is
suitable for large systems.

In the sequel, v(r;, 6;) is abbreviated as v;; for save space.
5.1. Followers’ control protocol

Using three-point central difference method to approximate
the spatial derivatives in (3), we obtain the followers’ control
protocols:

Fori=2,3,....M—1,j=1,2,3,...,N,

(vizrj — vij) — (vij — vicy)

vii(t) = ¢
ij(t) 2
n € Vig1j — Vic1y | € Vijp1 — 2055 + Vij—
i 2h, r? h?
+)\,'Ui’j. (84)

Fori = 1,j = 1,2,...,N, thanks to the half-grid, vo; are
eliminated, so

) Ugj — 2V15 | € Uy
v (t) = E&E——- —_——
() h2 r1 2h;
€ Vyjr1 — 201 + vy
+ 1,j4+1 21,1 1j-1 + Aoy (85)
" hg

Here we should note that 6 is periodic of 27, therefore v; _; =
vin and v; N1 = vj0. Similar protocols can be given for z-axis.

5.2. Leaders’ control protocol
Next, the leaders’ control protocol will be given. We use the

Simpson’s 1/3 rule to approximate the integral in (47), and
define a operator K{.}, acting on the agents’ position vector

[i1(t), va1 .oy UM, - v s Vi e ey vun 1T, which is the correspond-
ing discrete form of (46), thus obtain
M N .
R)0) =" aukd vi(t), (86)
i=1 I=1
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where K/, = K(R, i, 6}, ¥). The numerical solution method of K{ |
will be given later. Given Simpson’s rule, M and N should be cho-
sen as odd number, as even. The coefficients a;; are determined
by Simpson integral rules.

Thus, the leaders’ control protocols are

UMm,j = 1_))\/1,_,' + Iﬁ{v} — /6{1_)}, (87)

Through the above discrete control protocol, it is easy to notice
that the followers only need the states of their neighbors on the
communication topology, and the information that leaders need
includes the real-time status and desired deployment of all the
agents. Discretizing the state observer in a similar manner yields
a discretized observer form as follows,

: Vi1 — Vig) = (Bij — iy R
Vi j :8( h2 ( ) + )L,-v,-,j
r
€ Vip1j — Vic1j | & Vijp1 — 20 + Vij
Ti Zhr T'iz hz
N N Qi
+ by 1 gin(Gi=1)~(1=1)hg
> 2 by
I=0 n=—N
UM — UM—1,1  Om— Om—1y
CECERNEL -
T r
where Q,; = Qu(r;,R) and b; is the coefficient of Simpson’s

rule. The spatial derivatives of all leaders are transmitted to the
observer to estimate the position of all agents. Integrate it into the
boundary control mentioned above, the real-time positions of the
leaders’ protocol (87) are replaced by their estimated states, then
we obtain the leaders’ protocol with the output feedback control,
as follows

vmj = tmj + K{0} — K{v}, (89)

Here, the observer provides estimated values ¥;; by measuring
vr(t, R, 0) to replace the real-states of followers v; ;. In particular,
the measurement is discretized as
UM,j — UM-1,

h; ’
which avoids the issue that the spatial derivative is difficult to be
accurately measured.

v(R,0) = (90)

Remark 2. Appropriately increasing the complexity of the com-
munication topology, when the leader can obtain the second-
closest information, the spatial derivative of the leader with re-
spect to r is given by

3vm,j — 4um-1j + Um—2,
2h,

This approximation is second order accurate. Compared to the
resources required to obtain all agent positions, the observer
needs fewer communication resources.

v(R,0) = , (91)

Hereto, a multi-agent 3-D deployment model that only re-
quires local information interaction is given.

5.3. Numerical approximation of the kernels

The main idea of this section is to approximate kernel func-
tions by using the power series to find numerical solution of the
kernels. The solution techniques for the spatial-varying kernel
equations are available (Camacho-Solorio et al., 2020). For the
kernel functions of control (29)-(31), let us make the change
Kn(r, p) = Gu(r, p)p (f)‘"‘ to facilitate the subsequent calcula-
tions, gets

1-—2in| 1+ 2in|
7Gnr - anp - 7an

0

Gur +
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Fig. 4. Agents deployment snapshots. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this article.)
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where A; € R are L-order power series coefficients of A(p) + c.
As thus, the problem of solving kernels becomes how to find the
coefficients b;. The total number of b; is Ny = (m+2)(m + 1)/2.

DO‘A 0.5 35 A 45 3 35 4 45
time(sec)
Fig. 5. The tracking errors of the agents on the x, y, and z-axis, respectively, when the observer is not implemented.
AMp)+c
_otes, (92)
£
1 " Mp)+c
Galr, 1) = _7/ BOITE 4. (93)
rJo 2¢e

The numerical approximation of the kernels are obtained by the
mth power series as following

m —i

Gh(r, p) =Z

i=0

3

bur’p’, (94)

.
Il
o

where b; € R are to be calculated from (92)-(93). Similarly,
the term A(p) + ¢ can be approximated as (¢ is compressed for
notational brevity)

Mp)+e=Y wmp, (95)
=0

As the derivative term and the fractional term on the left-hand
side of (92), a m-order power series approximation is substituted
into it, that is

*Gp  (1—2nl)aGy  3*Gy  (142In]) Gy
or? r or 92 0 ap
m—1 m—1

= (1=2n) Y byr "o/ = (1+2in)) > bur'p™"
j=0 i=0

m—2m—i—2

+ 2 D ((+2)i +2 = 2[n)bi2y)r's
i=0 j=0
m—2m—i—2

- (G +2)G +2 + 2InDb;j12)r' o (96)
i=0 j=0
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Fig. 6. Polynomial approximations of observer kernel for different modes.

The right-hand side is:

L m m—i
)L(p)'i'c Al I i
Hodteg, (Zsp >3 s
1=0 i=0 j=0
L m m—itl
Mbijo
=20 > ")
=0 i=0 j=I €

Note that in order to correspond to the left-hand side, the first
m — 2 order items are taken, then

—2m—-2m—i-2
AMp)+c < Mbij_1
TGH = E E ——r'p, (98)

=0 i=0 j=I

Thus, all power rip/ satisfy the following equations:
(Mfor0<i<m-2,0<j<m-—2-—i,

(i42)(i+2 = 2[nDbir2j — (G +2)0 + 2 + 2[n)bijr2

m—2
Mibi i
_ Z i j—1 _ 0’
&
=0

(2)for0<i<m-—1,b; =0,
(3)for0 <j<m—1,7by; =0.
In the same manner, (93) is rewritten as

Cr(r 1) + /r Moltey,

n r Ry 2¢
m m—i L A
= burl_H + Z ! l, (99)
i=0 j=0 1=0 2e(l+1)
which brings
Al
bj=————, i+j=1,
i = a1y (100)
bj=0, i+j#L

Thus, we obtain a system of equations for bj;;, which is easy to
solve.
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Table 1
Desired shape of leaders and coefficients of Fig. 4.
Desired shape of leaders Coefficients
f(8)
i) 0
ii) e’
iii) el + e~

eiH + (1/3)8—3i0
eiB + (1/8)e—4i9

eiB + e—SiH

[ =1 L&)

6. Simulation

We consider a case with 81 x 87 agents on 3-D space, in
which the leader agents are controlled by (87), and the followers
are governed by (84) with the decay rate ¢ = 4. The system
parameters are setasR=1,e = 1,¢, = 1, A, = 40 — 20 cos(xrr),
w = 50r2. Before deploying the formation, we need to calculate a
finite number of numerical solutions of K;;, which shown in Fig. 3.
As K_, = K, here only show K,,n=0,1,...,8.

Our first simulation experiment focused on the transition be-
tween six different desired deployment profiles, and a series of
snapshots in Fig. 4 display this dynamical deployment process.
The parameter of desired profiles are summarized in Table 1. Ini-
tially, all the agents are at the origin (0, 0, 0), shown as Fig. 4(a).
Fig. 4(d), (g), (j), (m), (p) are desired profiles, and the rest of
figures are transients. The solid green line indicates the leaders.
The insets (on the upper-left corner) show the actual formation
of the leaders, that is the control (v(R, 0), z(R, 6)) in (47)-(48),
and the desired boundary formation is illustrated by the insets on
upper right corner. A video of the simulation can be downloaded
from Zhang et al. (2019).

The time evolution of L? norm of the tracking error ||(v — 17)||f2
for the selected layers r = 0.006, r = 0.3, r = 0.7, the leader
layer r = 1 and all agents along the x-axis, y-axis, z-axis re-
spectively are shown in Fig. 5. As you can see, the tracking errors
suddenly increase when a new desired deployment is given, and
then rapidly converge to zero.

The second simulation experiment demonstrates the effective-
ness of the output feedback control, using the same parameters
as the previous one. Fig. 6 depicts the approximate numerical so-
lution of the observer kernels Q,,. The observer’s initial condition
is set as the agents’ actual position plus a Gaussian distributed
error with zero mean and § = 0.1. Fig. 7(a) shows the L?> norm of
tracking error, while, the observer is plotted in 7(b). Obviously,
after implementing the observer, the error is larger than the
previous experiment directly using the actual state. However, as
the observer’s error converges, the tracking errors also converge
quickly.

7. Conclusion

In this paper, we have addressed the problem of deploy-
ment in 3-D space by two diffusion-reaction equations with
a non-constant coefficient, from the viewpoint of PDEs as the
continuous approximation of a lot of discrete interacting agents.
Employing backstepping boundary control, we design a boundary
controller for leaders to actuate all agents to desired profile
governed by the nonzero equilibrium of the PDEs model. In
the same manner, an observer is provided, allowing an output
feedback control protocol requiring as sole measurement the
leaders’ neighbor positions. The merit of our framework is that
the agents transform smoothly between different deployments by
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Fig. 7. The tracking and observer errors of the agents on the X, y, and z-axis, respectively, when the observer is implemented.

modifying the bias terms in the leader’s control protocol, instead
of commanding directly the reference trajectory.

Future research includes the extension of this paradigm to the
2-D wave equation model; the methodology of this paper would
be applied to obtain an acceleration-level control law. Another
possible extension is to consider the impacts of disturbances or
delays to make the model more realistic. Moreover, we will inves-
tigate the issue of practical implement of multi-robots that is not
considered in this study. We consider implementing two layers
control framework at the agent level to fix the agent’s position
by controlling velocity or (more realistically) acceleration.

Appendix

Lemma 5. Suppose that the functions g,(r) and f,(r) are given to
each other by the following integral transformations

r In|
&) =50~ [ Gutr. oo (2)" e 01 (A1)
0 r

.
. FAN
5 =)+ [ Gir.on (2)" entora. (x2)
0
where G, G; € CX(T), T ={(r,p): 0 < p <1 < R} and G,, G}, are
bounded by G, G*. Then g, and f,, are equivalent in L, norms, i.e.,

lgall? < Cillfall. Wfal? < Caligall?s. (A3)

the constants Cy, C, only depend on G, G* and R.
Similarly, suppose that the functions g,(t, r) and f,(t, r) are given
to each other by the following observer transformations

R =Inl
&) =56) = [ ir oo (2) " o), (A4)

fa(r) (A5)

R ~Inl
g+ [ oo (2) " atordn

where Py, Pi € CX(T'), T ={(r,p): 0 <1 < p < R} and Py, P}
are bounded by P, P*. Then,

2 2 2 2
lgnlllz = Gslifalliz,  falliz < Callgnlljz,

the constants Cs, C4 only depend on P, P* and R.

(A.6)

Proof. Integrating (A.1) and using Cauchy-Schwarz inequality,
we have
R
lgal%, = f
0

2
rdr

r In|
fn_/ Gu(r, p)p (g) Jalt, p)dp
0

11

2
rdr

R r In|
<otz +2 [ | [T (2) " nie 10
o IJo r

R R
< 2RI + 2R°E / pdp / F(t. Yo do. (A7)
0 0
where note that 0 < p <r <R, thus
lgal%, < 2+ RCOIfull% = Gl (A8)

Similarly, from (A.2), (A.4) and (A.5), respectively, we obtain G, =
2 +RYG*2, C3 =2+ R*P? and C4 = 2 + R*P*2,
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